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Dear Supporters, Alumni, Mentors and Friends,

We are pleased to share Fight for Sight’s (FFS) 2018-2019 Annual Report with you. Over seven decades ago,  
FFS’s Founder Mildred Weisenfeld, who lost her sight from retinitis pigmentosa, started our organization determined  
to cure blinding eye diseases by funding promising eye and vision researchers early in their careers. In 2018 and 2019  
we funded 34 new clinical and academic researchers from some of the nation’s most prestigious institutions including  
the Schepens Eye Research Institute, United States Army Institute of Surgical Research, University of Washington,  
Cleveland Clinic and University of Houston, to name but a few. The thumbnail descriptions included in this report  
briefly describe their work. FFS is thrilled to be the first source of funding for many of them.

In recent decades, FFS has funded extraordinary eye and vision science, including the development of the intraocular  
lens, donor cornea preservation, various applications of ophthalmic lasers, glaucoma therapies and ocular stem cell  
research. Many of our past grantees have gone off to receive significant and prestigious funding – FFS Board member and 
past grantee, Joel Schuman, MD, received the Chapalimaud Award, the world’s most prestigious vision research prize.  
We are confident that our 2018-2019 grantees will follow in the steps of Dr. Schuman and others like him.

FFS is dependent of donor generosity to support our critically important grant award program. Support is raised each  
year by direct mail and social media, through our annual Lights-On Gala and Strike for Sight, a bowling event started 
almost a decade ago by John LaSpina, another Board member. We are also grateful for ongoing funding partnerships  
with other vision non-profits including American Macular Degeneration Foundation, International Retinal Research  
Foundation, Aniridia Foundational International and Saving Sight, to list but a few. These mutually beneficial  
partnerships allow both organizations to fund critical research while wisely stewarding their donor dollars.

During 2019, FFS received one of the largest gifts in its history, a $500,000 contribution from the estate of Madame  
Mae Sun Wang. Interest from this magnificent gift will be used to fund glaucoma and macular degeneration research. 
Generosity such as Madame Wang’s ensures FFS’s future. Please consider including us in your estate plans. A planned  
gift will help fulfill Mildred’s dream of eye and vision research for generations to come.

As always, we thank you for your partnership with FFS during the past two years – as a donor, grantee, Scientific Review 
Committee member, fundraising volunteer or friend. We look forward to continuing our work together, curing  
blinding eye diseases and finding better treatments for those afflicted with vision disorders.

Sincerely yours,

Norman J. Kleiman, Ph.D.			      Arthur Makar
PRESIDENT, BOARD OF DIRECTORS		     EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Who we are

On the Cover (clockwise)

Mary Elizabeth Hartnett, MD, University of  
Utah Moran Eye Center and 2018 ARVO 
Weisenfeld Award winner, with Sheila West,  
PhD, Wilmer Eye Institute and the Department  
of Epidemiology at John Hopkins Bloomberg  
School of Public Health, ARVO’s 2019  
Weisenfeld Award winner. 

Eve J. Higginbotham, SM, MD, Vice Dean  
for Inclusion and Diversity of the Perelman  
School of Medicine, and Professor of 
Ophthalmology at the University of  
Pennsylvania, received the 2019 Physician 
Scientist Award at the 2019 FFS Lights-On  
Gala. She received a 1985 FFS Grant-in-Aid.

James Wang presented an estate gift  
of $500,000 to Norman Kleiman, PhD,  
FFS Board President, during the 2019 Lights-On 
Gala.It will be used to fund glaucoma and  
macular degeneration research.

Paul Sieving, MD, PhD, Director of  
The National Eye Institute, who received a  
1980 FFS Grant-in-Aid, was recipient of our  
2019 Alumni Achievement Award.



In 1980, while a Resident in Ophthalmology at the University of Illinois  
Eyeand Ear Infirmary, I received a Fight for Sight Grant-in-Aid to study  
the early receptor potential (ERP) in several human hereditary retinal  
diseases. Like many others, this helped me in establishing my credentials  
in eye and vision research. Later, as a faculty member at the University of 
Michigan and now in my current role as Director of the National Eye Institute, 
NIH, I have come to appreciate and respect Fight for Sight’s grant program 
even more for a variety of reasons: among them that it serves as an entry 
point for fledgling researchers, many of whom go on to international  
prominence. This program also creates life-long linkages between giants in 
ophthalmology andthose on the cusp of their careers. I dare say my own  
career might have taken a different trajectory without early support from 
Fight for Sight. I applaud the organization for its role ensuring the  
development of world-class eye and vision scientists for over seven decades.

Paul  A. Sieving, MD, PhD, Director, National Eye Institute,  
National Institute of Health

Research

“
“Since 2014, Montefiore Medical 

Center/Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine has received five Fight for 
Sight awards. One of the significant 
non-financial benefits of the program 
is in how former FFS grantees  
mentor their younger colleagues.  
Rebecca McGreal, PhD, who  
received a 2016 Post-Doctoral 
Award, was mentored by Alves Cvekl, 
PhD, recipient of a 1998 Grant-in-Aid. 
Other faculty, myself included, have 
also served as mentors, learning more 
about FFS in the process. This  
institutional peer support is often the 
beginning of rewarding professional 
affiliations and lifelong friendships.

Roy S. Chuck, MD, PhD, Chair,  
Department of Ophthalmology &  
Visual Sciences, Montefiore Medical  
Center/Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine

“

In 1989, while a fellow at Massachusetts Eye & Ear  
Infirmary, I received a Grant-In-Aid which, as it did for  
so many of my colleagues, helped launch my career  
as a ophthalmology researcher. A few years later, while  
at New England Medical Center - Tufts University, I had  
the opportunity to mentor Drs. Tamar Pedut-Kloizman  
and Lisolette Pieroth, who received a FFS Post-Doctoral 
Award (1995) and Summer Student Fellowship (1996) 
respectively. Dr. Pedut-Kloizman has gone on to a  
distinguished career at Bnai Zion Medical Center in  
Haifa and has also collaborated with me on scholarly  
articles relating to glaucoma. Dr. Pieroth has also gone  
on to a distinguished career in ophthalmology and,  
like Dr. Pedut-Kloizman, has been a collaborator on  
scholarly works. This is at the heart of a Fight For Sight  
grant, where someone who begins as a mentor,  
becomes a colleague and friend in the decades  
that follow. Mildred Weisenfeld would be  
proud of how her original vision has grown.

Joel Schuman, MD,  
Chair, Department of Ophthalmology, 
NYU Langone Health



2018 Post-Doctoral Awards support individuals with a doctorate who are interested in academic careers in  
basic or clinical research in ophthalmology, vision or related sciences Awardees typically spend a year or more  
engaged in vision and eye research under the supervision of a senior scientist/clinician mentor.2018 Post-Doctoral Aards 

Henri Leinonen, Ph.D.  
Case Western Reserve University 
Project Title: Preventing retinal degeneration with FDA-accepted compounds 
Fight for Sight – Curing Retinal Blindness  

Henri Leinonen, PhD

Preventing retinal degeneration 
with FDA-accepted compounds

Case Western Reserve University

FFS – Curing Retinal Blindness  
Postdoctoral Award

Mohamed M. Ibrahim, Ph.D. 
University of Tennessee Health Science Center 
Project Title: Novel Glaucoma Therapy 

Mohamed M. Ibrahim, PhD

Novel glaucoma therapy

University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center Keirnan Willett, M.D. 

University of Pennsylvania 
Project Title: Vascular biomarkers in retinal gene therapy for Leber congenital amaurosis & Choroideremia 
Fight for Sight – Choroideremia Research Foundation  

Keirnan Willett, MD

Vascular biomarkers in retinal  
gene therapy for Leber Congenital  
Amaurosis & Choroideremia 

University of Pennsylvania 

FFS – Choroideremia Research  
Foundation Postdoctoral AwardRossella Titone, Ph.D.  

UT Southwestern Medical Center 
Project Title: Autophagy in Corneal Infection 

Rossella Titone, PhD 

Autophagy in corneal infection

UT Southwestern Medical Center

2018 Grants-in-Aid (GIA) are intended to fund pilot projects and generate preliminary results for investigators 
who have limited or no other research funding. Grants-in-Aid are awarded to junior faculty members who are  
developing their independent scientific skills. A majority of Grant-in-Aid recipients go on to successfully compete 
for larger, multi-year awards from NIH or other governmental and private sources, utilizing preliminary results 
generated by their FFS-funded GIA award.

2018 Grants-in-Aid 
 

 
 
Gregory Bramblett , M.D., Ph.D.  
US Army Institute of Surgical Research 
Project Title: Preservation and Restoration of Vision after Traumatic Optic Nerve Injury 
 
 
 
 

Gregory Bramblett, MD, PhD

Preservation and Restoration of Vision 
after Traumatic Optic Nerve Injury

US Army Institute of Surgical Research

FFS – MTEC Grant-in-Aid 

Jae-Hyun Jung, PhD

Field Expansion for Acquired  
Monocular Vision

Schepens Eye Research Institute

Jordan Greco, PhD

Characterization of an Ion-Mediated 
Protein-Based Retinal Implant 

University of Connecticut

FFS – International Retinal Research 
Foundation Grant-in-Aid 

In 2018, we supported twenty young scientists –  
from eighteen universities –  

researching twenty eye-related diseases.

2018



2018 Summer Student Fellowships are awarded to undergraduates, graduate and medical students  
interested in pursuing eye-related clinical or basic research. For most sdents, this is their first exposure  
to eye or vision research, and the experience has helped influence many students to choose academic  
ophthalmology or eye and vision research as a full-time career.

Jaeyoung Heo 

Primary open-angle glaucoma (POAG) 

Case Western Reserve Univ.
Mentor: Douglas Rhee, MD 

David Castillejos

Small molecule regulators of 
retinal cell function

Columbia University 
Mentor: Jonathan Lin, MD, PhD

Kore Chan  
University of Wisconsin-Madison  
Mentor: Gillian McLellan, PhD- 
Project Title: Rapalog Therapy to Mitigate Vigabatrin Retinal Toxicity 

Kore Chan 

Rapalog therapy to mitigate  
Vigabatrin retinal toxicity

University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Mentor: Gillian McLellan, PhD

Amy Evans 

Molecular mechanisms of signal 
transmission in retinal  
photoreceptor cells

University of Iowa 
Mentor: Sheila Baker, PhD

Daniel Hass

Glaucoma therapy 

Pennsylvania State University
Mentor: Colin Barnstable, DPhil

Min Tae Kim

Corneal wound healing in diabetes 

Boston University 
Mentor: Vickery Trinkaus-Randall, PhD

FFS – Saving Sight Summer  
Student Fellowship

Laura Pardon 

Optical Coherence Tomography 
(OCT) diagnosis in Papilledema

University of Houston
Mentor: Nimesh Patel, OD, PhD

Nicole Mattson 

CRISPR/Cas9-based gene therapy 
for inherited visual disorders

University of Washington 
Mentor: Tim Cherry, PhD

Christopher Le

Biomarkers for measuring 
glaucoma progression 

University of Maryland  
Mentor: Osamah Saeedi, MD 

2018



2019 Grants-in-Aid (GIA)

Reyna Martinez-DeLuna, PhD

The Role of B2 and y3-Containing  
laminins in intrinsically photosensitive 
ganglion cell development

Upstate Medical University, SUNY

FFS-International Retinal Research  
Foundation Grant-in-Aid

2019 Post-Doctoral 

Sriganesh Ramachandra Rao, PhD

Studies on the requirement of dolichol  
synthesis-dependent N-glycosylation  
during photoreceptor development

University at Buffalo, SUNY 
Mentor: Steven Fliesler, PhD

2019

Salma Al Saai

Investigation of TDRD7 Function in lens 
development and cataract pathobiology

University of Delaware 
Mentor: Lachke Salil, PhD

FFS – Basil V. Worgul Lens  
Research Award

Samuel Adade
Neural innervation of superior  
oblique muscle during vertical  
vergence in non-human primates
University of Houston 
Mentor: Vallabh Das, PhD

Elisa Arlotti

Memory T cells in the  
parthenogenesis of glaucoma

Schepens Eye Research Institute 
Mentor: Dong Feng Chen, MD, PhD

FFS – Aniridia Foundation 
International Award

2019 Summer Student Fellowships

Collin Richards  

Retinal rod cell mitochondrial 
reserves during oxidative stress

Wayne State University  
Mentor: Bruce Berkowitz, PhD

Weilin Song

Epidemiology of age-related  
macular degeneration

Cleveland Clinic
Mentor: Rishi Singh, MD

FFS – American Macular  
Degeneration Foundation Summer  
Student Fellowship

George Tye  

Glaucoma risk and structural  
differences between ethnicities

Case Western Reserve University  
Mentor: Carol Toris, PhD 

FFS – Earl & Shirley Herbst Eye  
Research Foundation Summer  
Student Fellowship

Sean Wang  

Therapeutic targets for treating 
retinitis pigmentosa 

Harvard Medical School 
Mentor: Constance Cepko, PhD

Xiaoke Bi

ATF6 signaling of unfolded protein 
response is essential for cone 
photoreceptor survival

University of California, San Diego 
Mentor: Jonathan Lin, MD, PhD  
(Not Shown)



Ari Stoner

Objective measurement of sleep  
quality and physical activity in open- 
angle glaucoma by actigraphy

University of Colorado 
Mentor: Leonard Seibold, MD

Andrew Suscha

Anti-inflammatory dietary 
tryptophan metabolites and 
diabetic retinopathy

University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Mentor: Nader Sheibani, PhD

Tu Tran

CRISPR/Cas9 - mediated gene  
editing to suppress choroidal  
neovascularization

University of California, Davis 
Mentor: Glenn Yiu, MD, PhD

FFS – American Macular  
Degeneration Foundation Summer  
Student Fellowship

Kalila Wash

Advancing stem cell based 
therapeutics for age-related  
macular degeneration

University of California, Santa Barbara 
Mentor: Dennis Clegg, PhD

FFS – American Macular  
Degeneration Foundation Summer 
Student Fellowship

2019 Summer Student Fellowships 

Congratulations  
to all of our  

2018 and 2019 
Grants-in-Aid,  
Post-Doctoral  

and  
Summer Student 

awardees!

Ali Salehi

Detecting progression of glaucoma  
from optic nerve head images using  
a convolutional neural network

University of Memphis 
Mentor: Balasubramanian  
Madhusudhanan, PhD

Ashley Park

Quantification of the effect of  
IOP lowering on erythrocyte velocity  
in episcleral veins in vivo

University of Maryland 
Mentor: Osamah Saeedi, MD

Nicole Karson

Functional and structural retinal  
examination outcomes in patients  
with prediabetes and type 2 diabetes

University of Houston 
Mentor: Wendy Harrison, OD, PhD

Apoorva Karsolia

Properties of primary somato- 
sensory cortex eye position  
neurons in strabismic monkeys

University of Houston 
Mentor: Vallabh Das, PhD



The Scientific Review Committee (SRC) is charged with reviewing and evaluating grant applications for 
Summer Student Fellowships, Post-Doctoral Awards and Grants-in-Aid. It is composed of prominent research 
scientists, academic ophthalmologists and clinician scientists representing a broad range of disciplines in 
ophthalmology, vision and eye research. Many received a FFS grant earlier in their career and/or have served as 
FFS mentors to suceeding generations of awardees.
FFS strives to create a diverse group of reviewers representing many of the finest academic and clinical 
institutions across the country, who help us choose the best and brightest young students and scientists for our 
awards. Our review process is modeled on the peer review system utilized by the National Institutes of Health, 
which evaluates and ranks each application on scientific merit, strength of institutional resources and clinical 
relevance. The SRC meets annually to review award applications. We are extremely grateful for their assistance, 
dedication and hard work.

2018 and 2019 Reviewers

Scientific Review Committee (SRC)

Richard W. Hertle, MD,  
Akron Children’s Hospital

Sanjoy K. Bhattacharya, PhD,  
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Abigail S. Hackam, PhD,  
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Anna K. Junk, MD,  
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Victor L. Perez, MD,  
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Vittorio Porciatti, D.Sc.,  
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Wei Li, PhD,  
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute

Sayon Roy, PhD,  
Boston University

Mihaela Gadjeva, PhD,  
Brigham and Women’s Hospital

John Ubels, PhD,  
Calvin College

Graham Quinn, MD,MSCE,  
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Stephen Tsang, MD, PhD,  
Columbia University

Lin Wang, MD, PhD,  
Devers Eye Institute

Vadim Arshavsky, PhD,  
Duke University

Goldis Malek, PhD,  
Duke University

W. Daniel Stamer, PhD,  
Duke University

Cynthia Toth, MD,  
Duke University

R.V. Paul Chan, MD,  
Illinois Eye & Ear Infirmary

Richard Dix, PhD,  
Georgia State University

Peter Gehlbach, MD, PhD,  
Johns Hopkins University

Thomas Johnson, PhD,  
Johns Hopkins University

Prem Subramanian, MD, 
 Johns Hopkins University

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD,  
Jules Stein Eye Institute, UCLA

Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD,  
Jules Stein Eye Institute, UCLA

Ann-Marie Lobo, MD,  
Massachusetts Eye & Ear Infirmary

Simon Petersen-Jones, DVM, PhD,  
Michigan State University

Roy S. Chuck, MD, PhD,  
Montefiore Medical Center

David C. Gritz, MD,  
Montefiore Medical Center

Barrett Katz, MD,  
Montefiore Medical Center

Jeffrey S. Schultz, MD,  
Montefiore Medical Center

Wen-jeng Melissa Yao, MD,  
Montefiore Medical Center

Penny A. Asbell, MD,   
Sinai School of Medicine

Scott E. Brodie, MD, PhD,  
Mount Sinai School of Medicine

Michelle Rhee, MD,  
Mount Sinai School of Medicine

S. Patricia Becerra, PhD,  
National Eye Institute

Frances Rucker, PhD,  
New England College of Optometry

Ronald Gentile, MD,  
New York Eye & Ear Infirmary of Mt.Sinai

Sanjay Kedhar, MD,  
New York Eye & Ear Infirmary of Mt.Sinai

James C. Tsai, MD, MBA,  
New York Eye & Ear Infirmary of Mt.Sinai

Elizabeth Gaillard, PhD,  
Northern Illinois University

Marjean Kulp, OD,  
Ohio State University

   

Kate E. Keller, PhD,  
Oregon Health & Science University

Kirsten Lampi, PhD,  
Oregon Health & Science University

Phoebe Lin, MD, PhD,  
Oregon Health & Science University

Tammy M. Martin, PhD,  
Oregon Health & Science University

Mark Pennesi, MD, PhD,  
Oregon Health & Science University

If you would like  
to join us,  

please download a  
Scientific Review  

Committee Application 
and return by fax  

or email 
click here to apply

https://fightforsight.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/SRC-Application-1.pdf


Steve Planck, PhD,  
Oregon Health & Science University

Renping Zhou, PhD,  
Rutgers University

Russell Higbee, PhD,  
Pasteur

Patricia D’Amore, PhD, MBA,  
Schepens Eye Research Institute-MEEI

Joyce Liao, MD, PhD,  
Stanford Health Care

Erika Eggers, PhD,  
University of Arizona

Gail M. Seigel, PhD,  
University of Buffalo – SUNY

Jack M. Sullivan, MD, PhD,  
University of Buffalo – SUNY

Andrew Huberman, PhD,  
University of California, San Diego

David Feldheim, PhD,  
University of California, Santa Cruz

Kao Winston, PhD,  
University of Cincinnati

Melinda K. Duncan, PhD,  
University of Delaware

Shannon E. Boye, PhD,  
University of Florida

W. Clay Smith, PhD,  
University of Florida

Dingcai Cao, PhD,  
University of Illinois, Chicago

Michael Anderson, PhD,  
University of Iowa

Sheila A. Baker, MD,  
University of Iowa

Randy Kardon, MD, PhD,  
University of Iowa

Hemant Khanna, PhD,  
University of Massachusetts  
Medical School

Thomas Albini, MD,  
University of Miami Health System

Di Ding, PhD,  
University of Miami - Miller School  
of Medicine

Linda McLoon, PhD,  
University of Minnesota

Wallace B. Thoreson, PhD,  
University of Nebraska Medical Center

Carol Toris, PhD,  
University of Nebraska Medical Center

Abbot Clark, PhD,  
UNT Health Science Center

Dorette Ellis, PhD,  
UNT Health Science Center

Iok-Hou Pang, PhD,  
UNT Health Science Center

Thomas Yorio, PhD,  
UNT Health Science Center

James F. McGinnis, PhD,  
University of Oklahoma Health  
Sciences Centers

Gadi Wollstein, MD,  
University of Pittsburgh

Paul R. Kinchington, PhD,  
University of Pittsburgh

Duje Tadin, PhD,  
University of Rochester

Rohit Varma, MD, MPH,  
University of Southern California

Sujoy Bhattacharya, PhD,  
University of Tennessee Health  
Science Center

Edward Chaum, MD, PhD,  
University of Tennessee  
Health Science Center

Lawrence Reiter, PhD,  
University of Tennessee  
Health Science Center

Jena J. Steinle, PhD,  
University of Tennessee  
Health Science Center

Jeffrey Gross, PhD,  
University of Texas – Austin

Matthew Petroll, PhD,  
UT Southwestern Medical Center

Jun Yang, PhD,  
University of Utah

Bryan S. Lee, MD,  
University of Washington

Shu-Hong Chang, MD,  
University of Washington

Mark Slabaugh, MD,  
University of Washington

Curtis R. Brandt, PhD,  
University of Wisconsin

Joseph Carroll, PhD,  
University of Wisconsin

Anne E. Griep, PhD,  
University of Wisconsin

Karen M. Joos, MD, PhD,  
Vanderbilt University

Louise A. Mawn, PhD,  
Vanderbilt University

Tonia Rex, PhD,  
Vanderbilt University

Rebecca M. Sappington, PhD,  
Vanderbilt University

Ashok Kumar, PhD,  
Wayne State University

Robison V. Paul Chan, MD,  
Weill Cornell Medical College

Thomas Grippo, MD,  
Yale University

For more  
information on  

how to be a  
part of our  

research awards  
please visit  

fightforsight.org

https://fightforsight.org/


Finances
2018 Financial Highlights

Source of Funds

Contributions and grants 	 $92,002
Legacies and bequests 	 $46,097
Interest and dividends 	 $35,590
Rental income 	 $4,200
Special events 	 $100,063
Other revenue 	 $7,703
Total operating revenue 	 $285,655

Expenses

Program services 	 $514,643

Supporting services:
Administration 	 $93,790
Fundraising 	 $47,571
Total expenses 	 $656,004

Change in net assets 	 ($370,349)

2019 Financial Highlights
Source of Funds

Contributions and grants 	 $96,591
Legacies and bequests 	 $557,893
Interest and dividends 	 $37,395
Special events 	 $57,181
Other revenue 	 $15,500
Total operating revenue 	 $764,560

Expenses

Program services 	 $394,918

Supporting services:
Administration 	 $74,410
Fundraising 	 $136,279
Total expenses 	 $605,607

Change in net assets 	 ($158,953)



Thank You

Fight for Sight recognizes and  
thanks all of the organizations  
listed in our Partner Spotlight  

as grant partners, allowing us to  
co-fund scientists in specialized  

areas of eye and vision research.
 

We thank all of our donors for  
their generosity in helping  

Fight for Sight provide grants  
to uniquely qualified students.



Partner Spotlight

In partnership with the North 
American Neuro-Ophthalmology 
Society, we offer a special 
research fellowship for neurology 
or ophthalmology residents 
or fellows pursuing academic 
research in neuro-ophthalmology.

A Summer Student fellowship  
is available through a 
partnership with Lirot, the 
Israeli eye and vision research 
organization, restricted to 
students studying in Israel.

Two Summer Student 
Fellowships are offered 
annually through a partnership 
with the Earl & Shirley Herbst 
Eye Research Fund. 

Fight for Sight funded its first 
annual Grant-in-Aid with the
International Retinal Research 
Foundation in 2013. Two 
Grants-in-Aid are now funded 
through this partnership.

A Post-Doctoral Award and 
Summer Student Fellowship 
are funded in partnership 
with the Glaucoma Research 
Foundation.

A partnership related to  
transplantation of eye tissue 
was formed in 2012 between 
Fight for Sight and the Lions 
Eye Institute for Transplant & 
Research.

We have partnered with 
Women’sEyeHealth.org to fund  
a Summer Student Fellowship  
to study gender-based disparities  
in vision health, treatment  
and/or eye disease prevention.

Since 2011, we have partnered 
with The Eye Bank for Sight 
Restoration, co-funding a  
Summer Student Fellowship 
related to corneal  
transplantation research. 

Fight for Sight awards the Basil V. 
Worgul Lens Research Summer  
Student Fellowship to honor the  
memory of Professor Basil V. Worgul, 
who was internationally recognized  
for his work in radiation cataract. 

Basil V. Worgul  
Lens Research 

We have offered a Summer 
Student Fellowship focusing 
on ocular immunology in 
partnership with the Streilein 
Foundation.

Streilein Foundation  
for Ocular Immunology

Since 2012, we have co-funded 
Summer Student Fellowships
focusing on macular 
degeneration through our 
partnership with AMDF.

A Summer Student Fellowship, 
Post-Doctoral Award and 
Grant-in-Aid are eligible for 
funding in partnership with the 
Choroidermia Foundation. 

Fight for Sight co-funds a 
Summer Student Fellowship 
focused on aniridia research 
in partnership with Aniridia 
Foundation International.

A new Post-Doctoral Award 
was created in partnership 
with the Curing Retinal 
Blindness Foundation.

A Post-Doctoral Award or 
Grant-in-Aid with The Medical 
Technology Enterprise 
Consortium (MTEC) focuses 
on vision restoration after 
traumatic nerve injury.



2018 Donations

LAMP LIGHTERS 
$5,000+

Eduardo Alfonso, MD
American Macular Degeneration 
Foundation
Laszlo Bito, PhD
Credit Suisse Americas Foundation
Curing Retinal Blindness Foundation
Estate of Israel &  
Ruth Kamaiko Trust
Estate of Lester Sternfels
Estate of Marjorie Louise Connors
Glaucoma Research Foundation
International Retinal Research 
Foundation
Norman J. Kleiman, PhD &  
Laurin B. Kleiman
Gaby Kressly
John & Anita LaSpina
Frederick Moss
NYU Langone Medical Center,  
Joel Schuman, MD, FACS
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary  
of Mount Sinai
Prevent Blindness America

VISIONARIES  
$1,000-$4,999

David Acker, MD
Millicent Bellah
Estate of Aline Rhonie Brooks
Tom Cooper
District Council No. 9 
Jeffery Drucker, MD
Fifth Floor Foundation
Yale Fisher, MD
Patrick Gore
Edmund Horace
Leonard & Robert Weintraub  
Family Foundation 
Aura Levitas

Sidney Mandelbaum, MD
Novartis Pharmaceuticals 
Corporation
A. Richard Parkoff 
Louis Pasquale
Mala Popli
Ann Marie Prevost
Charles Robert
Saving Sight 
Michael Schmidtberger
Elaine P. Schneider, PhD
Gail Mosler Singer
Steven	 Tollefsrud
United Way of Mass. Bay & 
Merrimack Valley

SUSTAINERS 
$500–$999

American Express Foundation
Stuart Bentley-Hibbert, MD, PhD
Royce Chen
Roy Chuck, MD, PhD
Lewis Scott Feiler, MD
Jordan & Shelby Greco 
Beth Hammerman
Bill Hutton
Kyle Jessey
Peter LaSpina
Arthur Makar
Nick Mamalis, MD
Mary Massimo, PhD
Ross W. McKeon
Norman Medow, MD 
Montefiore Medical Center 
Anurag Shrivastava
Ira Udell, MD
Kenneth Wald

ASSOCIATES 
$100–$499

Joan E. Baras
Bess Berger
John Best
William Bongiorno
Philip Brandt
Sheila Brody
Peter Burian
Nicholas Cacciola
Mitchell Cohn
C. William Cosgrove
Richard Cote, PhD
William Demilt
Theresa Duller
Jerry Field
Neil Freedman, MD
Celia Fried
Charles Geard, PhD
Jane Gladstein
Marion Gordon, PhD
Herbert Greenberg
Joseph Greenberg
Henry Gross
Bonnie Hall
Walter Hall
Claire Hiller
Richard Holt
Erin Holtkamp 
Monica Jochim
Karen Joos, MD, PhD
Susan Kahn
Lisa Kail
Randall Kaye
Nina Kleiman
Ashwin Kumar
Peter Landau
Jonathan Lass, MD
Stanley Levine



Albert Maguire, MD
Steve Klapper McCoy
Ann McKelvey
Roger Morrison 
Alan Moss, MD
Paul Orloff
Roger Pardon
Hardik Parikh
Francesca Pignoni, PhD
Edward Rice
Louis Rosenbaum, MD
Norman Rosner
David G. Samuels, Esq
Vijay Sarthy
Toni Schulte
Alan Silbert, MD, PA
Alan Sloate
Beverly Smith
Gilbert Snyder
Michael Solomon
Laurence Sperber, MD
Paul Sternberg, Jr., M.D.
Jean Symons
John Tarbell, PhD
Mary Vinton
Barry Waldorf
Jay Wartski
Derek Winston

FRIENDS $99  
AND BELOW

Valeria Abatangelo
Cyrus Gilbert Abbe
Thomas Adler
Alfred J. Katzin Revocable Trust
Irving Baras, MD
Joel Baron
Dorothy Boesch
John Burchfield, MD	
Jerald Burwick	
James Carr	

Madabushi Chari	
Rosalie Crouch, PhD
Gloria Danziger	
Neil Dreizen, MD
Richard Dunham	
Neal Eisenberg
ExxonMobil Foundation
Claire Feldman	
Joel Feldman	
Tom Flanagan
Emily Gaines	
Cheryl Gardiner	
George Dickinson Charitable 
Remainder Trust	
Elaine Goldman	
Maurice Goldman	
Rachel Goldman	
Noel Goldsmith	
William Gross	
Sidney Halem	
Virginia Hill	
Jeffrey Hunold	
Jacqueline Jankoff-Ershow
Phyllis Kane	
Ruth Kapp
Susan Kerker	
Daryl Kleiman	
Robert Knox
Jay Kreisberg
Richard Lander
Howard Leibowitz, MD
Arlene Lerer	
Stephen Levine	
Alan Levy
William Manganelli	
Laura McNeil	
James Miley	
Jane Nase	
Arline Newman	
Harriet Newman	
Jay Podberesky	

Shirley Raps	
Stewart Rego	
Florence Reiver	
Hillary Rodman, PhD
Carolyn Rosenberg	
Angelica Royals	
Marc Rubin	
Robert Saltzman	
Hermann Schubert, MD
Ruby Schultz
Roslyn Schwartzberg	
Paula Sharkey	
Sharon Talia	
Jeanne Wagner	
William Webster	
Marvin Weiss	
Ester Wiesel	
Corinne Williams	
Richard Zak

MILDRED WEISENFELD 
SOCIETY	
Estate of Israel & Ruth Kamaiko 
Trust
Estate of Lester Sternfels
Estate of Marjorie Louise Connors 
Charles R. Geard, PhD



2019 Donations

LAMP LIGHTERS 
$5,000+

Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS
District Council No. 9
Estate of Israel &  
Ruth Kamaiko Trust
Estate of Mae Sun Wang
Estate of Marjorie Louise Connors
Leonard & Robert Weintraub 
Family Foundation
International Retinal Research 
Foundation
Norman J. Kleiman, PhD &  
Laurin B. Kleiman
John & Anita LaSpina
Ke Li
Mauras Living Trust
Medical Technology Enterprise 
Consortium 
Norman Medow, MD
Mellam Family Foundation
Montefiore Medical Center
Frederick Moss
NYU Langone Medical Center,  
Joel Schuman, MD, FACS
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary  
of Mount Sinai
Penn Medicine
Elaine P. Schneider, PhD

VISIONARIES  
$1,000-$4,999

Bisgeier Family Foundation
Burroughs Wellcome Fund
Estate of Aline Rhonie Brooks
Nicholas Cacciola
Case Western Reserve University
Francis Contino
Patrick Gore
Jordan & Shelby Greco
Eve Higginbotham, MD

Stephen Holland 
Edmund Horace
Mark Kleiman
Gaby Kressly
Aura Levitas
Manowitz and Drillings Family 
Foundation
Jonathan Miller
Montefiore Medical Center,  
The University Hospital
Carol Rice
Ann Sahid Rosche
Schacknow Family Foundation, Inc
Michael Schmidtberger
Steven	 Tollefsrud
University Hospitals Cleveland 
Medical Center
Victoria Watters

SUSTAINERS 
$500–$999

Stuart Bentley-Hibbert, MD, PhD
Guilherme Campellon
Maureen Chiofalo
Lynn Forest-Smith
Michael Gerbino
Beth Hammerman
Eric Kanter, MD
Laurin Blumenthal Kleiman
Neal Kleiman, MD
Arthur Makar
Michael Marmor, MD
Mary Massimo, PhD
A. Richard Parkoff 
Ann Marie Prevost
Charles Robert
Barbara Safran, M.D.
United Way of Mass. Bay & 
Merrimack Valley

ASSOCIATES 
$100–$499

Advanced Allergy and  
Asthma Care, PLLC
Lama Al-Aswad
Lawrence Baer
Joan E. Baras
Wendy Barber
Arnold Barnett
Steven Bender
Angela Borreggine
Joel Bradley
John Burchfield, MD
Richard Chappell, PhD
Sabrina Cheng
Sudhir Chiluveru
John Cohen, MD
Lawrence Cohen
Leo Cohn
Tom Cooper
C. William Cosgrove
Susan Degen
Margaret Devany
Kathryn A. Donaldson
Jerry Field
Charles Geard, PhD
Jane Gladstein
Tina Goldstein
Marilyn Gruder
Elaine Hall, PhD
James Hamos
Claire Hiller
Richard Holt
Rabbi Walter Jacob
Julia Jacobs
Susan Kahn
Nina Kleiman
Peter Landau
Peter LaSpina
Bryan Manning



Teresa McCarthy
Steve Klapper McCoy
Donna Murphy
Marcia Needleman
LeeAnn Norton
Jennifer Pasanen
Josh Peskowitz
Stephen Pflugfelder, MD
Joseph Piro
Leela Raju
David G. Samuels, Esq
Vijay Sarthy
Neal Schiller
Denis Serkin
Julius Shulman
Paul Sieving, MD, PhD, &  
Pamela Sieving
Beverly Smith
David S. Smith
Gilbert Snyder
Stanley Solomon
Laurence Sperber, MD
Stephen Szecskas
Susan Vitale
Nicole Wagner
Barry Waldorf
Jennifer Westfeldt
Frank Williams
Johanna Xi
Max and Alana Yuster
David Zee, MD
Steve Zelman

FRIENDS $99  
AND BELOW

Cyrus Gilbert Abbe

Mark Ash		

Philip Brandt	

Kathleen Devine	

Renee Lana Diener	

Neil Dreizen, MD

Robert Edelman	

Gayle Edelman-Tolchin

Neal Eisenberg

Roger Englander	

Exxon Mobil Foundation

Shana Farr	

Estelle Faulkner	

Tom Flanagan

Linda Flannery	

Celia Fried		

Carole Friedman

Lois Gilbert	

Michael Gilbert	

Maurice Goldman

Denise Grosso	

Allan Guberman	

Priscilla Ho	

Bonita Kormos	

Jay Kreisberg

Richard Lander	

Alan Levy

Ruth Loewenstein	

Justine McLaughlin

Debra Wollens Newhouse

Harriet Newman	

Norman Rosner	

Robert Saltzman

Robert Scharfman	

Ruby Schultz	

Steven Wahrman	

Karina Williams	

Richard Zak

MILDRED WEISENFELD 
SOCIETY	

Estate of Israel & Ruth Kamaiko Trust

Estate of Mae Sun Wang

Estate of Marjorie Louise Connors 

Charles R. Geard, PhD

Mauras Living Trust

Mildred Mosler Weisenfeld 
is known in the ophthalmology 
community as the founder,  
in 1946, and executive director  
of Fight for Sight.

In fulfilling her lifelong commitment 
to research into all forms of visual 
loss and blindness, Mildred became 
a role model for philanthropists in 
medical science. Her broad, long-
term outlook and her understanding 
and realistic support of scientific 
inquiry were applied faithfully and 
optimistically to her personal goals 
for research.



For over seven decades, Fight for Sight has depended on individuals, the scientific and medical  
communities, foundations and corporate philanthropy to advance our mission to support and inspire  
eye and vision research by funding promising scientists early in their careers.

  
Today, we need your help more than ever!

Make a donation to Fight for Sight on our website, www.fightforsight.org, or mail your  
contribution to Fight for Sight, 381 Park Avenue South, #1119, New York, NY 10016.  

If you, your spouse or significant other works for an employer with a matching gift program,  
your gift could be doubled.

Consider joining the Mildred Weisenfeld Society, a group of 
individuals who have included Fight for Sight in their estate plans. For specific information about 

membership in the Mildred Weisenfeld Society or to discuss other planned gift options,  
please contact Arthur Makar at (212) 679-6060 or email us at arthur@fightforsight.org.

If you are an eye and vision researcher, consider joining our Scientific  
Review Committee. Membership applications for this critical group of 

 scientist/educators are available on our website, www.fightforsight.org.  
Go to the “About Us” tab, then to the Scientific Review Committee section.

Past grantees are the best mentors to future Fight for Sight grant recipients. Encourage your  
best and brightest younger colleagues to apply for the various grants for which they are eligible.

Fight for Sight is active on social media including Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn.  
Follow us and share your achievements in eye and vision research.

Fight for Sight needs volunteers to assist with fundraising and with general office duties.  
If you live or work in the Metro New York area,  

please email us or call (212) 679-6060 to become a volunteer.

How can you help?


